MONUMENTO NATURAL

P

AS COVAS DA ANDI




El Monumento Natural se encuentra a 8 Km. de
la villa de La Caridad (El Franco), donde s toma
la FR-1 hasta Arancedo, y ahf ¢l desvio sefializado

a mano izquierda por la FR-6.

Se ofrece entrada con visita guiada al Monumento
Natural, en un recorrido con paneles explicativos
de especies vegetales.

Texto y fotografia: Alfredo Gonzilez Ferndndez.
Traduccion: Dena Ellen Cowan.

Depésito Legal: AS-1250/08
Disefio y Maquetacion: Cares N-VI1

The Natural Monmument & located 8 km from the
toun of La Caridad (El Franco), to get there take
the FR-1 voad to Arancedo and, followmg the sig,
turn left onto the FR-6.

There are guided tours of the Natural Monument,
with panels identifying the plant species.

Imagen de ada: Fomno del Mosqueino.
gﬁlnw !:I.:'ITIE_L" Cnem of The Mmm}u.



ElMonumento Natural de As Covasda Andfase sitda  As Cowas da Andia Natwral Monument is located in a
en un valle respuardado, de roca caliza, donde hubo shelered lm!.[uj,', uf!h:wsrmw, where there was an :Lln'ilri:nm_'-:
una explotacidn aurifera de época romana, factores  explaitation diring Roman times. Both factors help eaplain
que explican un paisaje de formas llamativas. this striking landscape.
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La vegetacion dominante en Covas da Andfa estd
compuesta por mezcla de especies del bosque atlintico
v mediterrineo: laureles, castafios, madrofios, acebos,
tejos..., que onginan densas formaciones que escalan
enraizando entre las fisuras de las mocas, situdndose en
el nivel inferior fresnos, tejos y robles.

La singularidad micmoclimdtica derivada de su posicidn
al resguardo de los vientos dominantes, pumj‘ haber
favorecido la presencia de aleunas especies singulares,
Este Monumento Narural es un bosque denso v l_m‘ul'~rl'r.-1
rodeado de praderas y plantaciones de pinos v
eucaliptos.
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The predominant vegetation in Cows da Andia consists
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Mediterranean fovests: kumels, -.hfumulrw strawberry trees,
holly, yews..., which create dense climbing formations
mureu ‘between the fissures in the rocks, with ashes, yews
and oaks at the low level.

The microclimatic sinpularity derived jrcam its Im,{z[mn
sheltered from the prewa r? mg winds may have been conduciwe
to the presence nj some singular species. This Natural
Monument & a dense, shady fmuﬂ swrrounded by meadows
and plantations of eucalyptus and pine trees.
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Dersa vegetcidn combinadis de especies atldn ticas (castafios, tejos...) v maditersiness {(bureles, madrofos...).
D s vepeeemion consisen g ofbodh Admnoe (chesauis, yes. .. ) and Madiernemam (inmels, soeovbary mass. ) pecies.




Formas de karstiticacidn subterninea y mantos de arcillas impermeables en Pena da Llam da.
Underpound kemsefoagon jprmanon s ang seranen o fwaerfroo | ckny in Penada Liomia

Formas capric hosas de la karstiicacidn subteminea, visibles en superticie.
Femt ful shapes cremed by the vinderprovnd ke seficarion, asble abovepoumd

El conjunto se halla afectado por procesos de disolucisn  The karst has been affected by processes of dissolution of

de la calizm, kastificacidn, que ha tenido lugar poraccién  the limestone, karstification, as a result of the chemical

quimica de aguas ligeramente dcidas durante millones  action of slightly acidic water over a period of millions of

de afos. El lapiaz caracteriza buena parte del roquedo  vears. The limestone pavement or “lapiay” characterizes

calcdreo, con oquedades, fisuras y formas caprichosas, much of the limestone, with hollows, clefts and fanciful
:clrmll.w.'-;.



Las galerfas subterrineas habrian quedado al
descubiento entre los siglos 1 y 11 d. C. a causa de la
explotacion au rifera romana, mediante la corta minera
que ha seccionado el roquedo con técnicas combinadas
de agua y fuego. Esta concentracion de labores mineras,
en torno a los lugares de Arancedo v A Andifa, se
encuentran entre las mids importantes del noweste de
la Penfnsula [bérica.
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The underground galleries were most likely exposed between
the 1st and 2nd centuries A.D. -!1_\' the Koman auriferous
exploitation, through mine cuts in which the crag was
sectioned by methods combining water and fire. This area,
in the vicinity of Arancedo and A Andia, was among the
most important mining centres in the north-west of the
Iberian Peninsula.
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Las oxpedades, liness de fracturay rades de diacloss caracterizmn amplics mames del estrato rocoso.
Crevces, cracks and dinclme nevworks are characeersnc o f brge secefons of the rock seanam.
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En la corta minera se habrian aplicado técnicas propias
de los yacimientos primarios, donde el oro aparece en
¢l interior de las masas rocosas, mediante cortas
superficiales. Los pasos de la explotacidn mediante
cortas serfan el dladue de roca madre socavindola,
005 bajo la roca en resalte v emisiones
abundantes de agua desde depdsitos superiores
induciendo bruscos cambios de temperatura que
fragmentan la roca.
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The technigues applied in the mine cut were most likely
those pertaining to primary deposits, where the gold inside
| through superficial cuts, The '”L'j""\-
:.m'n in this sort of r~1|n|:1|1 were o ¢ l'L.':n away u: the bedvock
-Il"'. L rnrunﬂ under i, "'-. 'I-.Ji'l'i‘ |'|"||. s under the rock erIJ'LL!r-:JFH
and pouring ¢ r*m:mr L 9 uantities of water on it from tanks
above, thus md "ing sudden changes of temperature, which
,‘fm_mwum. the rock.
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Los grandes blogues serian triturados v molidos hasta The large blocks were orished and growund into fine sediment
obtener sedimentos finos, en canales de decantacidn  and sent into channels that decanted out the gold through
del oro por gravedad, a los que podfan seguirtratamientos  gravity, which may have been followed by chemical reatments
QUiMmICOs COM Me rCurio. with mercury.

La explotacidn minera
habria dejado al descubieno
las galerfas kdrsticas, a la
vezque dado forma al frente
de explotaciin, con blogues
cafdos, trincheras, coladas
de tierra y galerfas
excavadas en la roca,
resultado del intenso
laboreo minem del entomo.

The mining activity must hawe
exposed the karstic galleries,
while also shaping the mine
site, with fallen boulders,
[TI’."HL-.r.lL'."l . Bl ]'”I'I.‘Illlllf.lﬂ'ﬁ il H{f
galkenies excavated in the rock,
as a result of the intense mine
working in the karst.
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